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10 December 1974 



Dispatchio' di Machiayelli 

Greetings, to all who read." th»se words, whether you-be. of high 
station or low, a prince of n a w doniinions, a king of ancient family, 
or but an ambitious man, may- you 'receive benefit from prescribing 
your ways by th^s« words, and pleasure from the. accomplishments 

thereof : 

In this edition is located The Master Machiavellian * & second 
diplomatic variant , this on* entitled. " b fcenatus • FopuTusQue Romanus." 
Activities take plac* primarily within the confines of the Roman 
Empire at -approximately A.D- 120 and thereafter. 

The plot is predominantly historical* Reminiscent of the Trium- 
virates from whence emerged the first of the .emperors, of Rome follow- 
ing a long period of bloody civil wart, six imperial Roman Prefec- 
tures , those of Italia, Aegyptus, A sis.. Gaullia, Kjacedonia r and ^laure- 
tania , have each designated their comr anding Centurion to ascend the 
vacant Imperial thrones* Unfortunately, though each prefecture be- 
lieved itself to be the -sole such nominator, they soon discover that 
all have done in a like scanner . And since each Centurion is suppor- 
ted by the military might of his prefecture, the resulting wars of 
succession inevitably «naup 4 

No one centurion can'obtain th*» throne by himself, thereby for- 
cing the various centurions to work together, up to a certain extents 
It is here where the careful manipulation of military forces and 
diplomatic policies bear their greatest weight, and where, I am cer- 
tain, the one prince who most closely follows my principles on the 
subject will clearly prevail. A contest of S.P.Q.R. will be commen- 
3urated upon obtaining the proper number of princes. 

In addition^ this printing includes the first in an extensive 
series of treatises .by a -contributing prince, Timothy Lee, on the 
subject of the history of the Second V/orld War's violent "Desert 
War," including complete coverage of th» British Western Desert 
Force and the German Deutsche s PanzerArmee Afrika Korps . This series 
will be continued in -following editioi..s of this publication* 

I hop 0 that you will be both stimulated and enriched by this 
publication, I know that through The_ ^ s t e^^la chia ye lllan you will 
gain greater command over the quali^i^s 'of tin* iToi? &ntT"oT the fox, 
of force and of fraud. 





1974H0 PLATERS NOTE: What's happened to your press? ~ Staff 
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STAFF AMD INFO 

The Master M achiavellian is a game sine of.posta.". DIPLOMACY, its va- 
riants, and oth«r war gamp 3. Subs are 12 for $2.50. Game fea is iX.OO, 
and do»s not include a sub. is cubbed (ostensibly) overy fourth 

Tuesday „ . • DIPLOMACY, copyright Games Research Inc., 500 Harrlso\, 
Boston, MA 02118, was invented by Allan B. Calhamer. Please make 
all checks payable to Michael George Homeier* 

STAFF » Editor-in-Chief, Financial Editor: Michael George Honwitr; 
game adjudications: Jonathan Raich* publicity agent: David EL Calvert; 
contributing sources: Gus Ferguson and Timothy Lee* 

# £ # sjc jfc 

TMM Postal DIPLOMACY game #1 will from now cn b>j known as I974H0. 

1974H0 AUSTRIA AI'D ENGLAND FIRST TARGETS Spring 1901 
— ^AjHgfcWHHHaAft C& S GO Q tt^3^-OfTsmstfJsr~— — — — 

AUSTRIA (Kisaner): F Tri-Alb, A Vie- : Tri, ABud-Gal. . 
EK GLAND ( Zimmerman ) : F Lon-^ngj F iLdi ~Nth7 X XrvT^alfJ- 
FRANC* (Osheroff): F "Bre-ang , A Par-Pic, A Mar-Spa. 
GiiKfr'ANY(Fu.iihara):' P Kio-Den, A Ber~:<ie, A Mun-Ruh. 
ITALY (Ferguson): F Map- Ion, A Rok-Adu, A Ven H. 

RUSSIA (Swa beck) : F StP(sc)-Bot, F Sev-Uum, A Mos-Ukr, A fefar-Gal c 
TUKKEif(Lucero): F Ank H, A Con-Bui, A Smy-Con. "~~ 

— Okay, you guys: Jon Reich, you nic ? hard-forking GK says that du- to 
th» educational necessities of high school that he \;ill be unable tc tak^ 
orders. or pr*ss over the telephone. Since the next issue should come 
out about the tenth of January {that's a Tuesday, i;~n*t it?), all orders 
must be received , not postmarked, by the previous Saturday so I cai cram 
th«m onto on rt oT th«s^ pag-=>s — that should be the fourth. In cas»? you 
notice, I .just realised that th« se venth of January is t.-ie Tuesday,. 
Also j do send in some pr^ss; articles by gubbars ar»- mor» than welcome 
Jon's address again: 1443 Jon*shoro )rive, L *A», CA 90049 * — HGH 
PRE6S : 

^[L?!t ant J- no iL?- e Clarion, 27 January 1901: "Th^ Sultan announced today 
that, "efl^ctlv^TT^Eu , "all forms of Christianity will hereby b» per- 

mit-ted- witiv3^-4^ii*i~-EKnir^ tr : Anyone ^b-^ eont-iftt^es -fee— j>eF~sec s i&e- or-di-t?"— - — — 

criminate against Christians *.*ill b» du&y prosecuted,. It is hop«d that 
the other nations of Europe will accept this tok*»n cf th<* Sultan* s good 
will, and act accordingly." 

"The purpose of my mov»s is purely defensive," announced the King- 
Ecperor of Austria -Hungary, "X assur ? you." ( That ' s what they all nay - MM, 1 

Smyrna pa i ly U ews » 30 Feb. 1901: n The Sultanls war minister announced 
to3ay that a conference to discuss a:*ir.s limitations will be held here 
sometime in October of 1901. An open invitation is hereby extended to 
all European nations to attend. It :',3 the sincere wish o:f his Imperial 
Majesty that all nations will work together toward £. lasting peace 
in the world." 

—OKCE- AGAIN { AND BaCAUbii I BUM IT TP TKKRj:,}, #5 PMKTIHG DATs 7 t .M. 



DAS ISUTSCiHSS AFRIKA KORP* : HISTORY AMD ANALYSIS 

by TiiiiOtr y Lee 

PART 1. Afrika Kcrps. A name and £. legend: Rommel, the Desert Fox... 
skirling sands: across the horizon* , *the Gaaala Gallop* * * dreaded pan- 
gcrs racing over th^ d*»s«rt. churning up long plumbs of dust . . «Tobruk. . • 
the Desert Rats of the 8th Army. infallible Monty. ..the hot sun bur- 
ning dom on the trackless plain ...El Alamein. Afrika Xorps. These 
are'^the handful of names, places, s.nd descriptions of the bloody, 
see -saw Desert War that hav« captured the imagination of the public, 
an image that survives to - this very day. 

But what really was th« Afrika Korps? Why were they there? And. 
who were they? 

Let the facts speak for themselves* 

On 3 3 September 1940 the Italian' 10th Army under the command of 
Marshall Rodolfo Grislani launched i'l Duce. Mussolini E s off erfsive into 
British-controlled Xgypt. Over 225,000 strong, Grasiani's seven di- 
visions vrsre supported by 300 aircraft of varying quality, and several 
hundred matchbox taiJcs. Opposing them were the men of the Western Des- 
ert Fore i — 36,000 British and Dominion troops backed by 150 aircraft 
and 300 light, cruiser, and infantry tanks- 

Hue to a woeful state of supply, extreme overcaution, inadequate 
equipment, and general incompetence, the Italian offensive petered out 
f>6 miles inside Egyptian territory along the coastal plain following 
the Italian captures of Solium and Sidi Barrani. The Italians estab- 
lished a aeries of fortified camps along the front line, and dug in. 
A stalen ; ate of several months follcv/ed, with email British forces 
continually harrass:ng th» Italian positions,, 

Outnumbered four- to-one, the Wo stern Baser t Force had retreated in 
the fa cp- of the Italian advance while awaiting further reinforcements. 
Then, on the ninth of December 1940, the British struck back. Hie 
attacking forces were comprised of the British 7th Armored Division 
(the "Dslsert Rats" ) r th* Indian 4th Infantry Division, and a hastily- 
ass-njibl*d infantry brigade named "Selby Force." 

The British comi and*r 9 General 0* Connor, realising the extreme 
overall numerical si periority of th* enemy, decided to use his more 
mobile forces to weft-* concentrated surprise attacks on the Italian 
forts, thus achieving local numerical superiority in the process. Me- 
dian tarA's infiltrated betveen the Italian positions, devastating the 
r« ar areas, while irfantry supported by heavy tanks assaulted the camps. 

The force and shock achieved by the British attack helped to weaken 
»n«my resistance. Many Italian units gave up without a fight when they 
found themselves be i ng overrun by enemy tanks and infantry; others put 
up a stiff fight before abruptly surrendering. The British continued 
to roll west; on 11 December, Sidi Barrani was reoccupied; on 16 De- 
cember, Solium fell. Now it was tha Western Desert Force that was 
invading enemy territory. The Italian fortresses of Bardia and Tobruk 
surrendered on 5 January and 22 Janiary 1941, respectively. On 29 
January, Deniq was captured ; on 6 Fsbruary, the capital of Italian East 
Libya , Benghazi, capitulated * 

In a bold maneuver, the desert- .*easoned British 7th Armored Divi- 
sion was sent acgroLs the base of tie hump of Cyrenaica toward Beda 
For, :: . . ner.tly cutting off the only road of retreat for those Italian 
units still fi^htint in Cyrenaica* When the Battle of Beda Fomra was 
ov-?r r 25 5 000 I-iaXiar-s were, prisoner .s, and numerous equipment and sup- 

(C0NT. PAO*) 



plies fell into British hands u 

When the "O'Connor Offensive" en-led with the capture of El Agheil-i 
on 9 February 1941, th*> men of thp Western Desert Force had scored 
one of the most incredible victories of the Second World War : ad- 
vancing 500 miles in 61 days, they had virtually annihilated between 
seven and ten divisions of th» Italian 10th Army, tUce.a 130,000 pri- 
soners, captured 180 medium and over 200 light tanks, had recovered 
845 guns from th* retreating ^nemy, and had occupied all. of the 
Italian province of Cyrfinaica* 

Der Fuehrer, Adolf Hitler, looked with apprehension at the de- 
teriorating situation in North Africa. If the British continued 
their advance into Tripolitania, there was nothing that the Ital- 
ian Army or their German allies could do to stop thora w In Febru- 
ary 1940 Hitler had agreed to support Mussolini's North African i 
offensive with German military assistance; now it b' came a matter 
of saving what could be saved of the crumbling Italian Empire.. j 

__A German ar mored... corps was needed;, the necessa ry- men a nd e.quip- j 

ment would be drawn from forces earmarked for Hitler's invasion 
of the Balkans. The former corar*an&er of the German 7th Panzer .')i vi- 
sion, Erwin Rommel, became the ccinnander of t.h\ new two-d:~. vision 
unit, now designated Das Deutsche A.Cidka Korps. 

On 14 February the first contingents of the D,A*K* arrived, 
in Tripoli » It wa3 the Gem an 5th L: ; ght Panzer Division, compe ted 
of two tank battalions totaling I 50 tanks, three infantry battalions, 
artillery, and the 3rd Motori d Reconnaissance Battalion,- To&ethe r 
with the newly-arrived Italian Arietr Armored Division and four- low- 
grade Italian i nfantry divisions, Rommel was to def*:id Tripolitania 
from British assault." 1 

General Sir Archibald ^avell, Cora&and<*r»in"Chief British Middle 
Eastern Forces, had dispersed the derert vei'er:.ns of the lately-cap- 
tured 0 7 Connc<r„ th a infantry to coma: .ttments in Greece, the arrror to 
rest and refit in Egypt. A new Austiaftian infantry division, an in 
experienced British 2nd Armored Division, and £.n Indian infantry br;U 
gade were alJ that fch» British had ii Cyrenaicc, and even that was o:.-~ 
ganis«d into piec^-raeal formations a)l across the Libyan c'.esert. 

Rcsmel lojt no time in taking to the offensive » The German 5^h 
Panaer Regiment had arrived in Africa on 19 March; 02. 31 Inarch, Ro&mel 

.-. „ J A, !», P. A V . ----- -v. _ ' - - _ j~ It - - Ti — . - , - _ - - t J..-I, £? _ _ .- . - - 

■LAiiiJ iJ.ii »!i „ UwLiiiU-i .:!. -ft.' ci ^ ot:l J3i ' - J. ^S? I., ,x V C ; 

regions of the desert guard Inf. th^ ^x: trance tu th* vast cj«»n spaces 
of Cyr^-naica . Againct all ccxrsaon serse, Romaie3 split his meager fc,*- 
c^s into a thr*e-prong*d assault, vtith th*» 3rd Recon taisssnce Battal- 
ion and the Brescia Italia: .1 Infantry Division advancing along the 
coastal highway to Benghazi? while the 5th LigVt Pan r,er and Ari^te 
Armored divisions j.;-.?uns ale ng th?~> interior of Cyrena.Lca, s que p sing 
th^ British 2nd Arr.iore % Division b»ti -*en the -xiong:^ The Australian 
9th Infantry Division r®tr«ai>-r1 froa Sengha&l, garrisoning itself in 
th« fcrr.er Italian fortress of TobruK Meanwhile, fie motile German 
and Italian forces came out of the sert and tireve ^h^ Indian 3rd 
Infantry Brigade from MechiliS s and i h« Axis ccastal fcrce, after ocg 
copying Benghazi unopposed 0:1 4 Apri2 » outflank ed an A captured D?rna 
on 1? April. 

The watchword of the -)v/- retreat for the Eri"*is;h i.ro:.i Oyren- 
aica and ccnt-inuo;is pursuit" ty ;;h^> v^ari axr*. Italia \ ar&cd fcrc-s- 
But Ror : ?riel's first oxf >n;;.l v.&z hcrcly over vtfc 0 fc * 

(PART I ? Th- Sc^rly 1/ar in the Insert., and PAfiT II. h'-^n =ind Kauv '; 4 *nen.'. 
of D»AoK„ to b:^ cDiiti. aoxu is3uo»} 




33NATUS POPULUSQUB ROMANIJS 
Diploaiacy AD 120 - Michael Hcrceier 



SENA TPS POFULUSQUE R-3KANUS RULES : " 
RULES: As in DIPLOMACY Rulebook 1971 ad. except for the following — 

1) Six players are required, *ach to play a Prefecture. 

PREFECTURE START ITALIA - T Sab, L ROM, L Vin 
POSITIONS: Gaullia « T 7al(e.c), L Bur* L Lut 

Mauretanj.a » T Car, L Lam, L Tin 

Asia « T Pon, L Per, t Cae / t 1 * trireme 
Macedonia « T The, L Byz, L Cor / fleet;. 
Aegyptus « T Ale, L Ant, L Jer / L legion 

2) There afe four moves to a y^arg fchus, Winter retreats and Spring 
moves, Spring retreats and Summer moves,, Summer retreats and Fall 
moves, Fall retreats find Winter naoves, Yearly Builds. 
Fleet© in ROMA r Corinth, Byzantium, and Bithynia are considered to 
be at anv no 5 r- ?.\or£ th*? coasts 

Anlegion" iray pass from ROM to Si cilia, from Corinth to Rhodes, 
from Cilicia to Rhodes, from Cilicia to Cyprus, and from Antioeh 
to Cyprus in one move. 

Caesarea, Osroene, and Armenia border Sophen* Cilicia does not* 
Winner must control 13 supply ceaters. First move Spring A»D* 120, 



3) 



i) 
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LAND PROVINCES 2 
lETTiure tania" 
•■vlTTInglF- -Tin 
. Gaetulia - Gae 
d|>. iAmbaeaia--- Lam 
Carthage - Car 

Alexandria- Ale 
5* Jerusalem - Jer~ 

9. Arabia Pe&raea - 
10 * Antioch Ant 

II, Osroesi"; - Osr 



ArP 



C. Asia 

loTTJllieia - Gil 

17c Caesarea - Cae 

16. Pontus - Pon 

19 • Lesser Armenia - Les 

20. P:-yr gaxTsum - Per 

21. Bithynia - Bit 

24* Bioeia « Moo 
25-. Byzantium » Bys 
26. The s saloni ca - The 



27 . Corlftth » Cor 

28. Epirus - h*pi 
£. ITALIA 

29. Pannonia - Pan 

30. Sabnae - Sab 

31 * Vindobona - Vin 

32. Raetia-Alpina - RA1 

33. ROMA - ROM 
• Gaullia 

35. KarSonensis - Nar 

36. Belgica - Bel 

37. Lutetia - Lut 

38. Burdigala - Bur 

39. Valentia - Val 
OTHER PROVINCES : 

5* Cyrene - Uyr 

6. Nubia - Hub 

12- MeaoM^ta^iaj-jhtes _ 

14 . Armenia - Ann 

15. Sophene - Sop 
22. Taurica - Tau 
23* Dacia - Dac 

34. Lower Germany « LoG 
40 • Lusitania - Lus 

41 * Carthago Nova - CNo 



PASSABLE ISLAND 
42 • ' Sardinia 
43* Sicilia 

44. Rhodes - 

45. Cyprus - 
OCEAN SPACES: 

Channel 



ARp-Aj^: 

- Sic (from ROIli 
Rhc (from Cor and 0. 
Cyp (frosa Oil and A; 



"JS^Channel - Cha 

47. Cant&brian Sea - Can 

48. Atlantic Ocean - AtO 

49. West Mediterranean - 
50- Ligurian Sea ~ Lig 
51. Tyrhfsnnian Sea - Tyr 
52* Ionian Sea - Ion 

53. Lesser Syrtis - LSy 

54. Greater Syrtis -r GSy 

55. Adriatic Sea - Adr 
56 • East Mediterranean - 

Nile Delta - NiD 



5 7. 

5e« Aegean Se'a 



IftPA 

— m 
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63. 



Pontus Euxlnus 
SABLE AREAS; 
* Xfrica % 61 
Persian Empire 
Arabia 



- PEu 

Asian States 



64* Scythian Tribes 
*>5* Germanic- Barbarians 



V ^ >fr * * 

COLONIAs DIPLOMATIC CONFLICT OK A WORLD-WIM SCALE 



A new variant has come my way s Qglonia , by Fred Hyatt 
I haven 1 1 had th* opportunity to pi ar 'this variant yet 



Although 
I fully in- 



tend to over th« holiday break from the slave camps. I have, however 
looked into it rather extensively, auc8£ feel confic em; to say that; 
we will be offering garnet, in this variant..-' 

CoXpRia covers in its scope the entire world at about 1750 {ch^ck 
me orTthat, Fred). Co Ionia has eight; players, all of whorf maintain 
considerable overseas colonies and eripires; they ar* Austria, SJJfels»,l 
Prance, the Netherlands, th« Ottoman Empire, Portugal, ~ Russia # -«jid^ 
Spain " " * ' - 




vast 

conducting coordinated military move;? "and diplomat;, 
ferent theaters of operations s min stead of just Europe. 

So, if there • are any aeongst you out there interested in playing 
a good world-wide diplomacy gam«, CoLonia is now ready- However, du'> 
to the extensive maps th« game fee~"amst" rise to fiXV'50, but with Colo - 
nia . I think t hat it's well worthth* extra fifty eentss 
The KasterMacniavellian 

c/b Michael George Homeler . FIRST CLASS MAIL TO 

233 N« Bowling Green Way 
L.A., CA 90049 U.S.A. 

specif icatio n^TErVbfT 




